
More Wild Echo Parakeets Found
Reportfromthe Bchoteam
The1996/97EchoParakeet

Psittaculaequesbreedingseasonin
Mauritiusis shapinguptobemost
successful.
Fieldworkstartedonemonth

earlierthisseason(Augustrather
thantheusualSeptember)to search
suitableareasof theBlackRiver
GorgesNationalParkforEchos.
Largeareasof theParkhadnotbeen
surveyedforbreedingEchosbefore.
Sofarwehavelocatedfour
previouslyunknownbreeding
groupswhichexceededall
expectations.Wehavealsofound
twonewbreedinggroupswithinthe
knownbreedingrange.Thisbrings
thenumberof activewild breeding
groupsto 13,almostdoublingthe
sevenknownlastseason.Further
breedinggroupsmaystill be
discoveredaswehavenotyet
searchedallpotentialareas.
TheMauritJanWildlifeFoundation

(MWF)(recentlyrenamed)has
madetheEchotheirpriorityproject
for theseason.Thefieldteamis
leadbyRachelShortenandMike
ThorsenfromNewZealandwho
bothworkedwiththeEchoslast
seasonandhavebothworkedonthe
KakapoStrigopshabroptilus
programmein NewZealand.The
otherteammembersareGraeme
BuchananfromScotlandwhoalso
workedwithEchoslastseason,Sam
WilliamsfromEnglandwhobreeds
parrotsandis abouttoembarkona
universitydegree,andVickyJones
fromEnglandwhoworkedfor
MWFwithPinkPigeonsfor the
pastyear.Vickyis fundedfrom
moneydonatedbytheWorldParrot
TrustUSAandthisextrahelphas
certainlyprovednecessary.Other
MWFstaffareoncalltohel~outif
needed.All ourworkiscamedout
in closecollaborationwiththe
Government(NationalParksand
ConservationService).

FUTUREACTION

Themainfocusof theprojectis to
maximiseEchoproductivity.To
achievethisthefollowingactions
will beundertaken:-
1.Locateall wild nests.All nests

arethenriggedwithclimbinggear,
andif necessary,theentrances
enlargedoraccessdoorsfittedto
allowusaccess.
2.Firstclutchesareremovedfrom

selectedbreedinggroupswiththe
purposeof initiatingdouble
clutching.Theprogenyfromthese
harvestedclutcheswill eitherbe
hand-rearedor raisedbyRingneck

EchoParakeels in thewild: male on left, femaleon right.

ParakeetfosterparentsattheGerald
DurrellEndemicWildlifeSanctuary
(GDEWS).Secondclutcheswill be
left withtheparentsto rear.
3.Eachwild nestwill berestricted

to amaximumof twonestlingsas
wild Echoparentsseemunableto
rearmorethantwochicks.Any
surpluswill beredistributedto other
wild nestsor rearedatGDEWS.
Everyeffortwill bemadeto ensure
all wild nestsfledgeatleastone
chickevenif wehaveto
supplementaryfeedthechickin-
situ.
4. All activenestsaremonitored

daily. Nestlingsareweighed,
inspectedfor nestfly larvaeand
generalhealthnotedsowecan
interveneif thereareanyproblems.

NESTSTREATED

5. Nestliningsarechangedevery
threedaysduringthenestlingphase.
Thisliningconsistsof hardwood
shavingstreatedwith insecticide(to
protectagainstparasites)and
fungicide.Cavitiesarealsoweather
proofedwherenecessary.
6. All activenestsareintensively

protectedfrompredationbyratsby
apoisongridextending100metres
fromthenesttree,andsaturating
theareaaroundthenesttreewith
snap-traps.
7. Thefirstreleaseof captive

rearedEchofledglingsisplanned
for December-January.Thiswill be
undertakenbyKathrynMurrayfrom
Englandwhotrialedthetechniques
usingRingneckParakeetslast
season.
8. If possiblewewouldliketo

manipulatewild nestssotheyfledge
asmanyfemalechicksaspossible
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in anattemptto rectifythecurrent
seximbalanceof 2.4malesper
female.
9. AsmanyEchosaspossiblewill

becapturedandringedwithunique
colourcombinationsfor future
identification.Asthesametime
bloodsamplesfor diseasescreening,
geneticstudies,andin thecaseof
nestlings,sexingarealsotaken.
10.JimGroombridgeatthe

Instituteof ZoologyIIILondonis
undertakingaPhDthesisonthe
geneticsof Echos,PinkPigeons,
andMauritiusKestrelsto lookat
populationgeneticsandtheeffects

of populationbottlenecks.This
informationwill allowbettergenetic
managementof thewild population
andmayalsogiveanindicationof
therolesof 'extra'malesin the
breedinggroups.
11.DrAndrewGreenwoodof the

InternationalZooVeterinaryGroup,
WPT'sconsultantvetandconsultant
to theEchoParakeetproject,will
againbevisitingtheprojectin
December.

THANKSTOWPT

A verylargethanksto theWPTfor
theirsupportbothfinanciallyand
advisoryoverthepastseasonsand
hopefullyintothefuture.The
progressmadeoverthelastfew
seasonshasbeensubstantial,which
hasbeendueto thesupportof the
WPT.
As of 20thOctober1996sevenof

thewild breedinggroupshavelaid.
Fourof theseclutcheshavebeen
harvested,theeldesttwoeggshave
just hatchedattheGDEWSandthe
nexttwo arepipping.Weexpect
thefirst chicksin thewild in two
weeks.Echosdonotappeartohave
anyfertility problems:sofarall the
eggshavebeenfertile.

Here'shopingthegoodseason
continues.Furtherupdateswill be
sentastheseasonprogresses.

A memberof the Mauritius teamclimbs to inspecta nestcavity. Photo: A. Greenwood
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